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Voices from Contemporary Italian Literature

ITALIAN LITERARY FICTION FESTIVAL  -  II  EDITION
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An initiative aimed at the public of readers and the international publishing world (publishing
houses, literary agencies, editors and translators) promoted by the Italian Cultural Institute of
New York directed by Fabio Finotti with the collaboration of the FUIS (Italian Unitary Federation
of Writers) , with the artistic direction of Maria Ida Gaeta supported by a leading group of
scholars and experts (Alessandro Giammei, Chiara Benetollo, Monica Calabritto, Luca Briasco,
Eugenio Refini). The first edition was held in June 2022 and was born with the hope that it could
become an annual appointment to build a literary bridge between Italy and the United States,
beyond any cultural stereotype. The second edition strengthens this event and will take place both in
New York City and in Boston thanks to the collaboration with the Italian General Consulate.



Program

Multipli Forti is a transatlantic window on major literary trends of Italian fiction, told by the authors
who are writing it. We asked them to think about six major themes that shape today’s literature in
their language. Each event of Multipli Forti will revolve around their response to these themes,
which take the form of short stories, literary memoirs and meditations, swift brief essays and, in
some cases, even personal confessions. The first theme is that of individual and collective
destinies, along the line that connects Dante to contemporary attempts to write in the first
person—while writing about the whole world. The second theme is that of “Italianness” itself, and
how what we call “Italian Literature” is, in fact, informed by foreign, alien, and estranging, vital
influences. The hand-to-hand combat with reality is the third theme: political engagement, from
the Renaissance concept of inchiesta to the current hybridizations of fiction and reportage. The
fourth theme is myth, as either a fellow or an enemy to history. As reservoirs of images, history
and myth, blur the boundaries between fantasy and reality: they are a common language that
builds communities. The fifth theme is bodies, and we associate it with the issue of power. We
invited authors to think about authority, and about how authority disciplines our bodies in
relation to political, literary, and psychological institutions. The last theme, Genius loci, is the
theme of places, of vernacular and dialectal traditions in a land of proudly different territories, the
theme of the thin line that separates the familiar from the unknown.

Tuesday  April 25 - ITALIAN CULTURAL INSTITUTE (686 PARK AVE  NEW YORK)

10: 15 a.m.    Greetings and introductions by the director of the Italian Cultural Institute
                      Fabio Finotti and the artistic director  Maria Ida Gaeta
 
10:30 a.m.    Readings from Alessandro Manzoni’s I Promessi Sposi in the translation of Michael
                        Moore

10:45 a.m.     Viola Di Grado (on video), Marcello Fois, Walter Siti
          RESPONDENTS: Arianna Farinelli, Michael Moore 
          MODERATOR : Eugenio Refini

2:30 p.m      25 Aprile Liberation Day : reading from tales of women and young people
                       with Fabio Finotti, Mico Licastro, Anthony Tamburri, Nadia Urbinati.
                       In collaboration with CONI 
                       
3:30 p.m.      Antonella Lattanzi, Anna Maria Gehnyei (Karima 2G) 

RESPONDENT: Tiziana Rinaldi Castro 
MODERATOR: Monica Calabritto 

5:30 p.m      Antonio Franchini, Antonio Monda, Enrico Pellegrini, Simona Vinci
             RESPONDENT: Alessandro Vettori 

MODERATOR: Fabio Finotti

Wednesday April 26 -CENTER FOR ITALIAN MODERN ART (421 BROOME ST - NY)

10:30 a.m. Readings from Alba De Cespedes y Bertini’s  Quaderno proibito in the translation of Ann
Goldstein



10:45 a.m.      Fumettibrutti and Giorgio Vasta with Ramak Fazel                           
RESPONDENT:   Tiziana Lo Porto

                                   MODERATOR :   Chiara Benetollo 

Wednesday April 26  - CASA ITALIANA ZERILLI MARIMO’ – NYU ( 24 west 12th Street)

3:00 p.m.      Roundtable: The Publication and Promotion of Italian Literature in Anglophone
Markets 

A panel with experts in the field, who will discuss current trends in Italian literature, how
contemporary Italian authors are presented and promoted abroad, the journey of Italian literature
into English—from representation to acquisition, translation, editing, publication, marketing and
promotion—and into the hands of readers in America, the U.K., and international Anglophone
markets.  
With: Alessandra Bastagli (Executive Director, Astra House); Aaron Robertson (Translator from
the Italian, Editor, Spiegel & Grau); Hamilton Cain (Leading US critic, formerly Book Reviews
Editor at Oprah Magazine), Jonathan Galassi (Chairman, FSG, translator, author), Maria
Campbell (President MCA Literary and Film Scouting), Sandra Waters (Series Editor of Other
Voices of Italy, Rutgers  University Press). 
The panel will also include : Antonio Franchini (Executive Director Giunti-Bompiani), Massimo
Turchetta (General Director Rizzoli, Publishing and Rights Development Mondadori) and Chiara Valerio
(Head of Italian fiction Marsilio).

MODERATORS: Luca Briasco (Executive Director, MinimumFax) and Michael Reynolds (Executive
Director, Europa Editions). 

6:00 p.m.      Cristina Ubah Ali Farah,  Djara Kan,  Chiara Tagliaferri
RESPONDENTS : Peter Cameron and Alessia Valfredini 
MODERATOR : Alessandro Giammei

Thursday April 27   - RIZZOLI BOOKSTORE (1133 BROADWAY)

10:30 a.m.      Readings from the Elsa Morante’s  Menzogna e sortilegio in the translation of
Jenny McPhee

10:45 a.m.      The Bridge Book award 
Presentation of the Italian winners of the 7th Edition 2022 and announcement of the candidates of
the 8th Edition 2023. 
Walter Siti  (2022 winner for Italian non fiction) will be in converstion with Brian Robert Moore,
translator of  his book Contro L’impegno (Rizzoli), and Chiara Valerio (2022 winner for Italian
fiction) will discuss with Antony Shugaar, translator of her novel Così per sempre (Einaudi).
Along with them, and some of the American winners, the panel includes the new Italian fiction and
non-fiction candidates for the 2023 Edition of the Prize. Representatives of all the institutions that
support the award - the Italian Cultural Institute of New York, FUIS (United Italian Federation of
Writers), American Academy in Rome, the Center for American Studies and Civitella Ranieri
Foundation - will participate in the event.

 MODERATORS:  Fabio Finotti and Maria Ida Gaeta

https://iicnewyork.esteri.it/iic_newyork/en/gli_eventi/calendario/2022/06/multipli-forti-voci-dalla-letteratura.html?modulo=1


3:00 p.m.       Ginevra Lamberti, Chiara Marchelli, Valeria Parrella
RESPONDENT: Iuri Moscardi
MODERATOR: Alessandro Giammei

5:00 p.m. Translating Italian Literature: from the classics to today
Conversation with Ann Goldstein, Jenny McPhee, and Michael Moore
MODERATORS: Monica Calabritto and Eugenio Refini.

6:30 p.m. Claudia Durastanti, Nadeesha Uyangoda
RESPONDENTS: Vetri Nathan and Isabella Livorni
MODERATOR: Eugenio Refini

Friday April 28  CONSOLATO GENERALE D’ITALIA (Federal Reserve Building, 4o piano, 100
Atlantic Avenue, Boston MA)

6:00 p.m.     Greetings by the Italian General Consul Arnaldo Minuti

Antonio Franchini, Sara Freeman, Walter Siti
MODERATORS :  Maria Ida Gaeta (artistic director Multipli Forti Festival) and Luca
Briasco (Executive Director Minimum Fax)

Saturday April 29 BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY ( COPLEY SQUARE – BOSTON)

10:30  a.m.     Greetings by Nicola Orichuia, founder I AM Books
Claudia Durastanti, Valeria Parrella

 MODERATOR : Paola Servino (Brandeis University)

Saturday April 29  CHILTON CLUB (152 COMMONWEALTH AVE., BOSTON)

6:00 p.m.       Greetings by Anthony Pangaro, Chairman Friends of the Italian Cultural Center of
Boston
Cristina Ubah Ali Farah, Marcello Fois, Simona Vinci

                    MODERATOR : Andrea Malaguti (UMass Amherst)


